Airport areas have, among flight infrastructures, large green spaces which, not having production purposes, are managed through interventions of minimal disturbance on habitats, with potentially positive effects on the conservation of biodiversity. The checklist of the vascular flora of the airport of Milan Malpensa is here presented. This airport extends for 12.44 km 2 in the southwestern portion of the province of Varese (Lombardy, Italy) in the administrative districts of Cardano al Campo, Casorate Sempione, Ferno, Lonate Pozzolo, Samarate, Somma Lombardo and Vizzola Ticino. The collection campaigns were carried out between August 2010 and September 2018. The specimens collected are now kept in the herbarium facility of the Natural History Museum of Milan (MSNM). The floristic list was organized following the arrangement and the nomenclature of the recently published Italian flora checklists. It includes 395 taxa of specific and subspecific rank (9.35% of the entire flora of Lombardy) belonging to 247 genera and 72 families. The native taxa are 318, while the alien ones are 77. The native/aliens ratio is comparable to the one calculated at the regional level (4.10 vs. 4.42). The endemic contingent includes two taxa: Centaurea nigrescens subsp. pinnatifida, Italian endemic, and Euphrasia cisalpina, endemic to the Alps. The Malpensa airport is still the only site confirmed at the national level for Lepidium heterophyllum and, at the regional level, for Festuca muralis and Euphrasia cisalpina. The ecological characteristics and the data analysis will be discussed in a second contribution.
INTRODUCTION
Airport areas include, among their flight infrastructures, large green spaces ( Fig. 1c ) that, not having production purposes, are managed through minimum disturbance interventions on habitats, with potential positive effects on the conservation of biodiversity (Martignoni et al., 2016) .
We hereby present the checklist of the vascular flora of the green areas of Milan Malpensa airport, which includes well preserved semi-natural habitats, like heathlands, grasslands and meadows. These areas are managed through periodic mowing that hinders the ecological succession to the forest climax vegetation. The ecological characteristics of the study area and the data analysis will be discussed in a second contribution.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study area includes the entire airport of Milan Malpensa (Fig.1c ) that extends for 12.44 km 2 in the south-western portion of the province of Varese (Lombardy, Italy) ( Fig. 1a ) in the administrative districts of Cardano al Campo, Casorate Sempione, Ferno, Lonate Pozzolo, Samarate, Somma Lombardo and Vizzola Ticino (Fig. 1b) . The altitude ranges from 206.0 to 234.6 m a.s.l. The soil lays on fluvio-glacial gravelly sediments (Servizio Geologico d'Italia, 1967) .
Average annual rainfall is 1211.7 mm, well distributed in the vegetative season with two equinoctial maxima (May and October) and two minima, one in winter (January and December) the other in summer (July); climatic drought do not occurs. Annual average temperature is 11.6 °C, with the hottest month in summer (July, 22.2 °C) and the coldest in winter (January, 1.7 °C) (Centro Nazionale di Meteorologia e Climatologia Aeronautica, 2008). According to Rivas-Martínez et al. (2015) , the bioclimate is temperate continental, the thermotype mesotemperate, the ombrotype humid. The potential natural vegetation is a deciduous upland oak forest (pedunculate and/or sessile oakwood) (Società per azioni Esercizi Aeroportuali, 2010).
The collection campaigns were carried out in the period between August 2010 and September 2018. The specimens are kept in the herbarium facility of the Natural History Museum of Milan (MSNM; acronym according to Thiers, 2018) . The floristic list was organized following the arrangement and the nomenclature of the recently published Italian vascular flora checklists (Bartolucci et al., 2018; Galasso et al., 2018) , except for native hybrids not considered in the above-mentioned checklist.
For each taxon, the following information is reported: accepted name, cryptogenic and alien status in Lombardy. These abbreviations are used in the floristic list: A (archaeophyte), N (neophyte), CAS (casual), NAT (naturalized), INV (invasive), C (cryptogenic, i.e. doubtfully native taxon, whose origin of occurrence in Lombardy is unknown).
RESULTS
The spontaneous vascular flora of Malpensa airport amounts to 395 taxa of specific and subspecific rank (9.35% of the entire flora of Lombardy: Galasso et al., 2018) belonging to 247 genera and 72 families. The native taxa are 318 including 2 hybrids, while the alien ones are 77. The native/aliens ratio is comparable to the one calculated at the regional level (4.10 vs. 4.42). According to Bartolucci et al. (2018) , these statistics does not take into account the native hybrids. The endemic contingent includes Centaurea nigrescens subsp. pinnatifida, Italian endemic, and Euphrasia cisalpina, endemic to the Alps. The Malpensa airport is still the only site confirmed at the national level for Lepidium heterophyllum (Martignoni et al., 2016 ) and, at the regional level, for Festuca muralis (Martignoni et al., 2016) and Euphrasia cisalpina (Martignoni, 2014) . Notes: There are only double-flowered cultivars (Narcissus Group 4), which cannot be traced for sure to a particular species or hybrid; following the suggestion of Banfi & Galasso (2010), they were included in this species. Note: Sono presenti soltanto cultivar a fiore doppio (Narcissus Gruppo 4), che non possono essere ricondotte con sicurezza a una specie o a un determinato ibrido; analogamente a Banfi & Galasso (2010) 
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